
Michael Kilchling, Dr. jur., is a senior researcher at the Department of Public Law of 
the Max Planck Institute for the Study of Crime, Security and Law (previously: Max 
Planck Institute for Foreign and International Criminal Law) in Freiburg, Germany, 
and lecturer at the University of Freiburg.  

His main research interests include penal sanctions and sanctioning systems, juvenile 
justice, victim/offender mediation and other forms of restorative justice, victimology, 
organized crime, money laundering and the financing of terrorism, confiscation and 
asset recovery, and procedural measures of investigation. He has been a member of 
several international expert groups such as the Crime Proofing Steering Group of the 
EU Commission, DG Justice and Home Affairs, the informal platform of experts of 
the European Commission on seizure, confiscation, freezing and asset recovery, the 
Group of Specialists on Assistance to Victims and Prevention of Victimisation at the 
Council of Europe, the informal group of experts of the European Commission on 
victims of crime, and, most recently, a consultant to the group of experts on victims’ 
rights commissioned by the Council of Europe’s Committee on Crime Problems which 
prepared the pending draft for a renewed Recommendation on the rights, services and 
support for victims of crime. He has also been working at the International Monetary 
Fund in Washington, D.C., as visiting expert on European legislation on asset 
confiscation, and is connected with the Balkan Criminology Network. Recent research 
activities include empirical projects related to victim-offender mediation in prison, the 
transfer of victim protection measures from criminal procedure into civil procedures, 
the control of economic and industrial espionage in Europe, restrictions and 
disenfranchisement of certain civil and political rights after conviction in Europe 
(ongoing), and the conceptualization of a model for assessing the overall extent and 
impact of surveillance measures in Germany (ongoing). 

His collection of publications lists books and articles in German and English. Further 
information including a full list of publications and conference papers is available at 
www.csl.mpg.de/en/people/michael-kilchling/ 

 


